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Decisinn re: Sucf Cleaners, Iac.; by Patl G, Dembling, General
Counsel,

Issue Area: Federal Procurement of Goods and Services (1900) .

Contacvt: Office of the General Counsel.

Budget Punction: National Defense: Departaent nf Defense -
Procurement & Contracts (058).

Organizaticn Concerned: Department of th2 Navy: Sewells Point
Area Naval station, Norfolk, VA.

Authority: B-187377 (1976) .

There was no legal basis to preclude cor disturh
contract awvard for janitorial services merely because low Lidder
may have submitted bid which the pro?ester believed was too low
and therefore "nonresponsive." Thereiore, protest raising that
cole issue vas disuissed. (Author/DJN)
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FILE: 3.187377 DATE: My 25, 1977

MATTER OF: surf Cleanars, Inc.
-

DIGEST:

There is no legal basis to preclude or disturh coutract
award merely because low bidder way have submitted bid
which protester believes is too low; therefor., protant
raising that sole issue is dismissed.

Surf. CIQaners, Inc.: (Surf) protosta award of a contract
tc K. C. Profaullonal Sexrvices for janltorlal sarvicos at the
Sewelis Point Area Naval Station, Norfolk Virginia.  Surf
ciaims that the bid of E. C;’ Profolslonal 18 "nrmresponsive"
because it "is 22% lesa than the U.S.' Government's estimate"
with the result (hat "the minimum contzact * * * reqiirements
will not be met' by acceptauce o~f that bid.

 This protest follows a.previous proto-t by Surf with
regard to the same procuremcnt. . The issue raised was the same-.-
the alleged nonresponslveneac of,a bld beoause that bid was
belleved to be tio low. In the pxovlous deolsion we held that
thare "1a Bo legal basis for precluding or disturblng a ‘con~
tract lHltd" merely because the' low bidder may hsve submittod
a bid which the protester "views as being unria‘vnably low.,"
Surf Cleaners, Inc., B~ 1873?7, September 24, 1%16, 76-2 CPD 281.
We pointel out that where the protester also alleged a possible
mistake in the bid of the low bidder, GAO's role in such cases
was merely to point out tu the agency the possibility of a mias-
take in bid, for verification purposes, and not to 'consider or
decide.Lthe matter/ pursuant to our Bid Protest Procedures * * #,"

~Here we ate advised ihat nwaéd was meade on April 29, 1977.
Accordingly, no useful purgose would be szrved by our further

involvement in this umatter.

The protest is dismissed,

Paul G - Dembling
. Genera. Coun:iel





